'IRAQ,

difficulty in finding suitable staff, whether Iraqi or English, to
undertake them.1

Recognition was not lacking of the unsatisfactory nature of
legislation which, during the whole period of the Occupation
was by proclamation by the General Officer Commanding, or
by regulations or orders issued by the chief civil authority and
the Judicial Officer, under authority of the General Officer
Commanding. Lieut.-Colonel Knox, Senior Judicial Officer,
in his report for 1917 had commented:

It is high time that he (Senior Judicial officer) be relieved
of his legislative duties, which should be the special task of a
legal Secretary , . . Assigning work to one such person would
put an end to notices of spurious legality, threatening the
public with dire and unspecified penalties for dubious
offences.2

Mr. Bonham-Carter, on his side, believed that while con-
siderable legislation would be necessary before the Courts could
contribute to better conditions in 'Iraq, no radical legislative
improvements could be undertaken without the coming of
peace and without a Representative Legislative body.3

Under Mr. Bonham-Carter, the policy of employing 'Iraqis

1 Admin Rep Justice, 1920, p 8 (16)

2 Review Admin. Basrah, 1917: Report on Admin of Civil and Criminal Justice
in Basrah Wilayet, by Courts established under the LO.T. Code, during 1917,
p. 107.

3 Admin. Rep. Justice, 1919, p. 9 (23); ibid , 1920, p 8 (16).
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Percentage of Expenditure on Judicial services to total Expenditure
	2 14%
	2*24%
	1-78%
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services to total Receipts
	i'57%
	1*41%
	1-43%
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